
The USA has been taken over by a dictator, and no place is safe, so honest citizens must stay indoors as 
they did during the Corona Virus for 4 years. Their primary source of entertainment is watching reruns 
of sitcoms on TV, and they expect to watch those sitcoms for approximately 8 hours per day for the 
entire 4 years. Which complete seasons of TV sitcoms of the past 70 years would fill up that time, in 
order of the most popular to the least popular?

To fill 8 hours of sitcom reruns per day for 4 years, you’d need approximately 11,680 hours of TV 
shows (4 years × 365 days × 8 hours/day). Here's a curated list of some of the most popular and 
beloved sitcoms from the past 70 years, arranged in order of popularity and cultural significance. This 
selection considers critical acclaim, audience love, and long runtimes to cover the vast time 
requirement.

Top Sitcoms by Popularity and Longevity

1. Friends (1994–2004)

• Episodes: 236
• Runtime: ~88 hours
• A cultural phenomenon known for its humor and relatable characters, perfect for repeat 

viewing.

2. The Office (U.S.) (2005–2013)

• Episodes: 201
• Runtime: ~99 hours
• Hugely popular for its dry humor and ensemble cast; a consistent fan favorite.

3. Seinfeld (1989–1998)

• Episodes: 180
• Runtime: ~66 hours
• "The show about nothing" remains one of the most iconic sitcoms of all time.

4. The Big Bang Theory (2007–2019)

• Episodes: 279
• Runtime: ~139 hours
• A long-running series combining geek humor with heartwarming friendships.

5. Cheers (1982–1993)

• Episodes: 275
• Runtime: ~138 hours
• Set in a Boston bar, this classic appeals to those who enjoy character-driven humor.

6. Modern Family (2009–2020)

• Episodes: 250



• Runtime: ~123 hours
• A mockumentary-style sitcom about a diverse family, filled with warmth and humor.

7. How I Met Your Mother (2005–2014)

• Episodes: 208

• Runtime: ~87 hours

• Known for its storytelling style and emotional resonance.

8. Parks and Recreation (2009–2015)

• Episodes: 126

• Runtime: ~50 hours

• Another mockumentary-style comedy, centered around government workers in a quirky town.

9. The Simpsons (1989–Present)

• Episodes: 750+ (ongoing)

• Runtime: ~345+ hours (through Season 34)

• The longest-running animated sitcom, offering sharp humor and cultural satire.

10. MAS*H (1972–1983)

• Episodes: 256

• Runtime: ~125 hours

• A blend of humor and drama set during the Korean War.

Classic Sitcoms to Extend the Playlist

11. I Love Lucy (1951–1957)

• Episodes: 180

• Runtime: ~75 hours

• A pioneer of modern sitcoms, with timeless comedy.

12. Frasier (1993–2004)

• Episodes: 264

• Runtime: ~132 hours

• A sophisticated comedy about a radio psychiatrist and his family.

13. Will & Grace (1998–2006, 2017–2020)

• Episodes: 246

• Runtime: ~122 hours

• A groundbreaking sitcom featuring LGBTQ+ representation.



14. That '70s Show (1998–2006)

• Episodes: 200

• Runtime: ~83 hours

• Nostalgic humor set in the 1970s.

15. The Golden Girls (1985–1992)

• Episodes: 180

• Runtime: ~75 hours

• A beloved classic about four women navigating life in their golden years.

Strategies to Maximize Time

1. Mix Classics and Modern Hits:
• Combine timeless sitcoms like I Love Lucy with modern hits like The Office.

2. Include Long-Running Shows:
• Shows like The Simpsons can cover a significant chunk of the time.

3. Use Streaming Platforms:
• Apps like Netflix, Hulu, or Amazon Prime often have extensive sitcom libraries.

By prioritizing these shows, you can build a schedule that fills the required hours while enjoying 
decades of humor and storytelling. 
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